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Main picture Muriel standing in front of her
Portrait of a Student. Embroidered wool
shawl, £110, from Osprey. Printed viscose
shirt, £178, by Betty Jackson from Harreds,
Primavera, Mango, Mandala. Painted wooden
bracelets, £3-95. from a selection at
Accessorise and Monsoon

Right Muriel in her Sussex garden. Silk crépe
shirt, £238, by English Eccentrics from Joseph,
Whistles, Workshop. Perspex beaded
necklace (worn as bracelet), £9-99, by
Easthope. All other clothes are Muriel's own
Above Dressing for comfort in an unstructured
jacket made by stitching seven scarves
together, worn over a large man'’s shirt

Below Muriel's Birthday Bouquet

ridge colours. To me, colour is

music.” In the 1930s, Muriel Pember-
ton was the first student to graduate in
Fashion from the Royal College of Art in
London: since then she has worked
to promote greater awareness and use
of colour — in her pictures, in fashion
and in everyday life.
Now 80, she is still painting, usually in
watercolours. Her pictures have a
strong graphic style which carries over
into the way she likes to dress. Floating

Z think people live too much in por-
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unstructured jackets and shirts are built
up in layers, with contrasting patterns of
spots and stripes to add extra move-
ment. For dramatic simplicity, she fre-
quently sticks to black and white, with
the clever addition of one colourful
piece like a scarf or a large piece of
jewellery.,

She ran the Fashion and Textiles faculty
at St Martin's School of Art for many
years, and covered the Paris and London
collections for Fleet Street and Vogue in
the Forties and Fifties. But. dispelling any
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A TRIPTYCH OF WOMEN ARTISTS WITH AN
INSTINCT FOR COLOUR ON CANVAS AND IN
THEIR CLOTHES. BY ROBERT BURGESS

PHOTOGRAPHS/PIA TRYDE

ideas that she may be yet another victim
of the whims of the fashion industry, she
says: "'l can never find anything in the
shops that | want to buy. Instead, | run
up my own clothes using my own ideas.”
Thus proving her true creativity in both
art and life.

From 3-19 October an exhibition of Muriel
Pemberton's recent watercolours is being
held at the Chris Beetles Gallery, 8—10
Ryder Street, London SWIY 6QB. Call
07 |- 839 7429 for more details. —>







COUNTRY LIVING

Main picture Freire aga

Above Soft w

-T.:»pfefz--- re
Left Detail fi




	country_living_cover.pdf
	country_living_contents.pdf
	country_living_1.pdf
	country_living_3.pdf

